general terms, and do not profess to be a comprehensive account of the subject, excellent though each is in its scope. This is not a textbook or manual for the guidance of all and sundry who have to deal with head injuries, but a reference book providing a wealth of useful information for those particularly interested in the subject. JOE PENNYBACKER An Introduction to Gyniecology and Obstetrics by Philip Rhodes FRCS FRCOG ppviii+278 21s London: Lloyd-Luke 1967 To justify intrusion into an overcrowded field a new textbook must have something very different to offer. The raison d'etre of this volume is that it is intended to remove obstetrics and gynecology from the present circumscribed didactic paths into the broader, progressive and intellectually alive avenues which broaden today's medical education. It is a brave but not entirely successful attempt. As a practical manual describing the ideas behind history taking, pelvic examination, methods of delivery and antenatal care, it breaks new ground by putting in book form what is usually taught in hospital departments. This is done fully but with somewhat pedantic style. Undue length of sentence confuses and often gives strange emphases, and the balance between facts which can be accepted and those which need explanation is uneven.
To relate gynxcology more to reproductive physiology is the aim of modern teaching. Unfortunately, the physiology of pregnancy is ignored in this book and the effect is to return obstetrics and gynaecology to its traditional place at the end of the medical curriculum instead of helping to bring it forward into the earlier years. As a contribution to the understanding of clinical method, however, it is excellent. This book is the report of a pilot study of a threeyear project on family advice services undertaken by the National Bureau for Co-operation in Child Care. Family advice services are provided by practically all Children's Departments, organized by themselves, or in co-operation with other local and statutory agencies, or by financing and partly supervising voluntary agencies.
The services described were suggested by the Home Office and are fully analysed, although it is not clear whether they were picked to illustrate as wide a variety as possible, or as a representative sample of the whole country. Among the individual workers there is a considerable range of divergent opinion regarding their goals and functions. The major problems dealt with are child rearing, marital conflicts, debts and inadequate housing, each of which mirrors the work done by many other social and medicosocial workers. At the same time the gaps in the present service are shown. Many case histories are given, although some are rather superficial, such as that of a girl of 15 who apparently had a baby without medical help and unbeknown to anyone except the teenage father of the baby and his friend.
This report brings out the confusion and difficulties of the present service and illustrates the need for a much wider and deeper study including the work done by other agencies. It is of interest to all those concerned with the care of children, among them public health doctors, general practitioners and pvdiatricians. (to whom all enquiries should be made) This is a short film to demonstrate the method of teaching breathing control that is used by the Physiotherapy Department at Harefield Hospital. It is clear and concise and stresses the quiet approach and the importance of rhythmical, smooth, silent breathing. The patient is instructed how to breathe in all parts of the lung in turn; the placing of the physiotherapist's hands is clearly demonstrated.
One must query the use of upright sitting as the only position for teaching respiratory control; also whether a patient should be taught to use sternomastoid as muscle of quiet respiration.
The main use of this film would appear to be for physiotherapy students in the early and intermediate part of their training. It would be too simple an approach for senior students.
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